[Heart pacemaker therapy: a guideline for clinical practice].
Pacemakers have evolved enormously over the past 15 years because of technical developments in the field of microprocessors. Implantation of physiologic dual chamber systems (DDD pacemakers) have gained growing importance. The goal of therapy with modern pacemakers is to relieve symptoms under rest as well as under hemodynamic load. Next to indications for and explications on the function of the various systems (single and dual chamber systems, rate responsive pacemakers) this article covers hemodynamic consequences of pacemaker implantation. Particular reference is made to the follow-up of patients with pacemakers and to the possibility of external interference with these devices. A glossary of pacemaker therapy is given in the appendix.